Learning to Draw and Create
Drawing is a learnable, teachable skill.  It is not a gift that some have and no one else can obtain.  With hard work and practice with the right tools you too can be a successful artist!  If you can learn to thread a needle, catch a ball, or learn a foreign language you can surely draw. 

 You will learn also how to see like an artist.  You will learn to process visual information in a different way, using your brain in a different way than you ordinarily use it.  Shifting to see things around you in a different way is the most difficult skill you will learn and it won’t come to you easily.  

Being creative is not a magical gift either.  You will learn how to see in a more creative, right-brained way through exercises given in class.  These exercises will teach you to gain access to skills and creativity you already have.  You may have no interest in becoming a full time artist, but you gain, with hard work and practice, the techniques and skills you will need to be successful in this class.
Drawing as a means of self expression: the nonverbal language of art.

Through drawing you can release your own individuality, your uniqueness, and your own drawing style.  For example, your handwriting is an expression of yourself with the most basic element of art: line.

**Sign your name 5 times, in 5 different ways in the center of a half sheet of paper**
Is that self expression?  YES! It starts with your signature.  You will be signing all of your art work, evaluate your signatures. Which expresses who you are?  When you sign your work you will not only be labeling it as your own but also giving it you uniqueness.  

Drawing as a mirror of who you are 
Anyone can draw a smiley face on a stick figure and call it a self portrait.  Some even call that minimalist art!  In this class, however, you need to remember that the work that you turn in is a reflection of who you are.  Personal style is a direct reflection of what you draw.  For example two students drawing the same person will have different types of drawings.  One student may concentrate more on the details of the hair and how it lies the other might concentrate more on establishing a large range of values to create greater contrast.  Although both drawings are of the same model they have expressed their own unique style in the drawings.  
Your first exercise is based on discovering different types of line.  
We will look at 4 types:
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1. A bold line

2. A broken line

3. a pure line

4. A lost-and-found line

You have an object in front of you; draw it as best you can, using the four different types of lines.  We are not concentrating on how the objects look just the line quality in which you use to create them.  

